tt)2                               GARUDA

dismay into the unfathomable depth of the pool of Lanka*
tossing with myriads of sun-lit waves and girdled with a
belt of Arecanut trees. From that day, the pool had
acquired the celebrity of the Rav&na Ganges and ranks
equally with the sacred GaAges in respect of religious merit
and sanctity*

From that day, the foreshores of that sanctified pool are
found to be strewn over with innumerable precious gems) and
shine with wonderful effulgence in the night as if pierced with
hundreds of golden shafts (Narachas). On its batiks ate
originated the bright and the beautiful-coloured PadmaragW
(Ruby) and crystal* and Karuvindas of untold virtues Are
begotten of the perforate wafted from its fragrant foreshores*
Several of the Kuruvindajas (which belong to the family
of the crystals, as are found in the country of Sougandhika)
resemble the flowers of the Vandhuka, the Gunja and the
Kmshuka trees in colours, some are coloured like the human
blood, while several of them resemble the colour obtained from
the insects known as the Indragopas or that of the seeds of a
pomegranate. Several of them are coloured like vermilion
or the Utpala flowers or saffron or like the dye obtained front
the solution of shellac, which though coloured uniformly deep
throughout their body, shine with a special intrinsic light at
their centre. These members of the family of crystals, illumi-
nated by the light of the sun, shoot forth rays of wonderful
colour and brilliancy from their sides which lighten up the
surrounding space and are refracted in all directions.

Some of these gems are coloured like the water dyed
with indigo and the expressed juice of the. Kusumbha flowers.
Some of them vie with the extremely deep red if the Utpala
flowers. Some of them are tinged with a hue similar to that
of the flowers of a Kantakari plant, while several species bear
the colour of asafoetida. Some of them shine with an efful-
gence which resembles the eyes of a chakora or a male
<uckoo in colour, while the rest of the group are tinged deep